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THE COMMON DENOMINATOR

Moving into winter is always diffi  cult for me.  It’s not 

so much that we won’t be sailing, but rather all of the 

activities and excitement that accompany the sailing.  

From early spring to late fall there is something that relates to 

sailing every day.  We plan our trips, prep the boats, wash the 

equipment, fi gure out our menu and whether or not the dogs will 

go with us.  Who’s going to feed the chickens, collect the eggs and water the plants?   

OK, maybe the questions aren’t exactly the same for everyone, but I’m sure the drill is.  

Some of our preparations may even be directly related to the sailing aspect.  I go 

over what I know about the venue; the winds, the water and the geography.  What are 

the sailing styles of those who will be competing?   And, of course, my own sailing; 

my strengths and weaknesses, what needs to be improved or changed, and what new 

things can I try.  So, days and weeks of activities involved with sailing and we haven’t 

even seen water!

I really enjoy driving to and from the events, even though it can take up to four 

days for the larger events.  It’s fun seeing the country and making a game of which 

rest stop will be our dinner stop and where and when we will spend the night.  When 

I stop for fuel, no matter where I am in the country, I can be assured that after I pay, 

the cashier will say, “Th ank you hon, have a safe trip!”  I like to think they’re fl irting!

Th e season of sailing really has very little actual sailing with regards to time on the 

water.  When we reach the sailing event, we usually spend the majority of our time in 

the parking lot, on the beach, at bars, restaurants, motels and campsites.  (And In-n-

Out Burger on the way home!)  Sailing is just the hub that a multi-spoke wheel spins 

around.

You know, I think I’m going to start preparing for next spring’s sailing right now!

There’s still 
lots of sailing 
to be done 
down south!  
Load up, head 
out, and enjoy 
the Hobie Way 
of Life!

ROGER TAHA
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2017                     

DIVISION 3DIVISION 3

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

259 April 15-16
Fun Sail / Tune Up Clinic
Encinal Ramp, Alameda, CA Scott Erwin

805•610•7812
wscotterwin@yahoo.com

SLYC April 29-30
Hobie Days Regatta
Avila Beach, CA Tom Sinnickson

415•505•0079
tlsinnickson@gmail.com 

20 May 20-21
Wet & Wild Regatta
Woodward Reservoir, CA Mark Sailer

510•735•4781
Sailer_z@Yahoo.com

240 June 10-11
Round Treasure Island
Alameda, CA Scott Erwin

805•610•7812
wscotterwin@yahoo.com

62
FYC June 24-25

Commodore's Classic
Huntington Lake, CA Sean Tomlinson

559•284•0165
h16@comcast.net

SCYC July 22-23
Santa Cruz Regatta
Santa Cruz, CA Dwight Manning

408•930•6042
dmanning@apm.com

Div 3 Aug 5-6
Mile High Regatta
Huntington Lake, CA Scott Erwin

805•610•7812
wscotterwin@yahoo.com

SBYC Aug  19-20
Wine & Roses Regatta
North/South Challenge
Santa Barbara, CA

Dray Murray
805•450•0886

dray@murrays.com

240 Sept 2-3
Moss Landing Fun Sail
Santa Cruz/Moss Landing, CA Mikey Howser

303•478•3229
mikey@surfcitycatamaran.com

RYC Sept 9-10
Richmond Multihull
Richmond, CA George Pedrick

510•220•7850
george@pedrick.org

281 Sept 23-24
Shark Feed
Bodega Bay, CA Frank Ternullo

707•843•9200
oakfrank@att.net

Div 3 Oct 21-22
Turkey Regatta
Monterey Bay, CA Scott Erwin

805•610•7812
wscotterwin@yahoo.com

DIVISION 2DIVISION 2

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

AYC Feb 17-20
Luekemia Cup
Lake Pleasant, AZ www.aycregattas.com/leukemiacup/

MBYC Mar 25-26
Cat Fight I
Mission Bay, CA www.mbyc.org/regatta-information

51 April 1-2 Midwinters West
Lake Mojave, NV

Richard
McCreedy

LVFleet51@gmail.com

66 May 6-7
Cinco de Mayo
Puerto Peñasco, MEX Bill Feil

480•818•0494
bfeilaz@hotmail.com

MBYC May 6-7
Cat Fight II
Mission Bay, CA www.mbyc.org/regatta-information

ABYC May 27-28
Memorial Day Regatta
Alamitos Bay, CA www.abyc.org/abyc-racing/

4 June 17-18
San Diego Classic
San Diego, CA John Ziolkowski Johnzvons@yahoo.com

SBYC Aug  19-20
Wine & Roses Regatta
North/South Challenge
Santa Barbara, CA

Dray Murray
805•450•0886

dray@murrays.com

434 TBD
Lake Arrowhead Regatta
Lake Arrowhead, CA Chris Dunn

909•336•6769
dunndl@charter.net

514 Oct 7-8
Piñata Regatta
Puerto Peñasco, MEX Tony Krauss abkrauss@cox.net

DIVISION 4DIVISION 4

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

95 April 1-2
'Round Mercer Island
Seattle, WA Peter Nelson

206•992•6637
nelson.peter1@live.com

CYC April 8-9
PSSR Small Boat Regatta
Seattle, WA Corinthian YC cycseattle.org

214 May 6-7
Cultus Lake Regatta
Cultus Lake, BC Paul Evenden

604•816•3043
pevenden@telus.net

95 May 13
Hobie 101 / 102
Sail Sand Point, Seattle, WA Peter Nelson

206•992•6637
nelson.peter1@live.com

COSA May 20-21
Spring Time Regatta
Kelowna, BC Gillian Thomson

250•764•1104
cosa@okanagan.net

EYC June 10-11
Life on the Edge Regatta
Fern Ridge, OR

Roeland
Kapsenberg

thekapsenbers@
comcast.net

214 June 17-18
Jericho Classic
Vancouver, BC Benoit Sonrel

604•787•4017
bsonrel@yahoo.com

WIRW July 8-9
Whidbey Is. Race Week - 
Dinghies
Oak Harbor, WA

Charley Rathkopf charley.rathkopf.org

Div 4 July  29-30
Northwest Area 
Championships
Lake Quinault, WA

Al Jones
360•249•3388

atkjones@century.net

95 Aug 5-6
Al Morris Regatta
Yale Lake, WA Peter Nelson

206•992•6637
nelson.peter1@live.com

95 Aug  26-27
Todd Christensen 
Memorial 
Skamokawa, WA

Peter Nelson
206•992•6637

nelson.peter1@live.com

214 Sept 2-3
Harrison - Div. 4 Champs
Harrison Hot Springs, BC Paul Evenden

604•816•3043
pevenden@telus.net

LCYC Sept 9-10
Lake Chelan Regatta 
Chelan, WA Peter Nelson

206•992•6637
nelson.peter1@live.com

DIVISION 5DIVISION 5

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

61 Sept 2-3
Mac Attack
Lake McConaughy, NE Fleet 61 www.hobiefl eet61.org
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  REGATTA SCHEDULE

POINTS RESULTS GO TO:
HOBIESCORES@YAHOO.COM

REGATTA LEGEND:REGATTA LEGEND:
Points Regatta  Area Championship
Non-Points Regatta  North American Championship

DIVISION 7DIVISION 7

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

475 June 10-11
Storm Chaser Regatta
Storm Lake, IA Wendy Larson

712•661•9236
larsona@iw.net

HCANA
Div 7
283

Jun 19-23
Hobie 16 / 20
North Americans
Yankton, SD

Andy Larson hobieandy1234@gmail.com

84 July 7
Youth Regatta
Big Creek St. Park, IA Jim Sohn 515•554•0680

84 July 8-9
Saylorville Regatta
Des Moines, IA Roger Taha

515•720•0409
rtaha@mchsi.com

291 July 22-23
Old Timers Regatta
Yankton, SD Mike Nesheim

605•929•8365
powder.h@hotmail.com

10 Aug  26-27
Clear Lake Regatta
Clear Lake, IA Steve Brewer 319•240•7826

Div 7 Sept 15-17
Hobie Wave Regionals 
Okabena Lake, MN Ben Wells

319•504•8419
bmwells23@gmail.com

474 Sept 30-
Oct 1

Hobie 17 Divisionals 
Slim's Lake, TBD Slim Johnson

507•381•3679
slimhobie@gmail.com

DIVISION 14DIVISION 14

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

23 May 27-28
Mid-Americas / S. Centrals
DCYC, Lake Lewisville, 
Lewisville, TX

Aris Tsamis
972•241•1498

aris@mariner-sails.com

297 June 3-4
Point4Points
Clinton Lake, Lawrence, KS

Christina 
Bradshaw

913•879•2245
ctaha@hotmail.com

27 June 10-11
Youth Sail / Race Clinic
NYC, Cheney Lake, KS Mark Evans markevans@cox.net

27 July 15-16
Whitecap Regatta
Cheney Lake, Wichita, KS Chuck Radabaugh

chuck.radabaugh
@yahoo.com

297 Sept 9-10
Frayed Knot
Clinton Lake, Lawrence, KS Ron Holm

913•721•9977
ronholm@hotmail.com

25 Sept 23-24
Tulsa Cat Fight
Keystone Lake, OK Dan Jarrett 918•630•5563

251 Oct 7-8
Okie State Champs
Lk Lawtonka, Lawton, OK Jimmie Smith lawtonkarvpark@tds.net

23 Oct 21-22
Dallas Regatta
DCYC or Hobie Point John Webster jaws@mariner-sails.com DIVISION 15DIVISION 15

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

US 
Sailing

April 6-9
US Sailing Multihull 
Champs - Alter Trophy
Ocean Springs, MS

Jay Shuman
OSYC

228•424•2980
Fleetcaptainjay@gmail.com

70
OSYC April 8-9 Midwinters East North

Ocean Springs, MS
Jay Shuman

OSYC
Fleetcaptainjay@gmail.com

DIVISION 10DIVISION 10

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

CRAM May 13-14
CRAM / CSYC Regatta I
Crescent Sail YC, Detroit www.cramsailing.org

CRAM June 3-4
Caseville I Regatta
Caseville, MI www.cramsailing.org

CRAM June 17-18
North Cape Regatta
NCYC, LaSalle, MI www.cramsailing.org

CRAM July 14-16
Caseville II Regatta
Caseville, MI www.cramsailing.org

CRAM July  29-30
Muskegon Regatta
Muskegon, MI www.cramsailing.org

CRAM Aug  12-13
Manistee Regatta
Manistee, MI www.cramsailing.org

CRAM Aug  26-27
Carlevoix Regatta
Manistee, MI www.cramsailing.org

CRAM Sept 16-17
Tawas Regatta
Tawas, MI www.cramsailing.org

CRAM Sept 30-
Oct 1

Higgins Lake Regatta
Roscommon, MI www.cramsailing.org

123 Oct 7-8
Muddy Waters Regatta
Carlyle, IL Dave Leimbach ehdave@aol.com

DIVISION 6DIVISION 6

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

108 May 20-21
Longneck Regatta
Canyon Lake, TX Joe Monosmith jmon@gvtc.com
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DIVISION 16
HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

204 May 20-21
41st Madcatter
Syracuse, NY Bob Longo

315•637•3958
rmlongo@aol.com

204 June 10-11
Come Sail Day
Syracuse, NY Bob Longo

315•637•3958
rmlongo@aol.com

OYC July  29-30
Oswego YC Regatta
Oswego, NY Adam Atherton

315•491•6390
adamnrosie@gmail.com

CYC Sept 9-10
Canandaigua Multihull
Canandaigua, NY Chris Cotton

585•733•3857
chris_optics@yahoo.com

DIVISION 11DIVISION 11

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

443 June 3-4
Spray Beach Regatta
Spray Beach, NJ Ron LaPorta

610•384•8443
ronlaporta@verizon.net

RHYC June 17-18
Rock Hall YC Regatta
Rock Hall, MD Harry Murphy

610•717•8207
harrymurphey@yahoo.com

SHBCC July 1-2
Statue Race
Atlantic Highlands, NJ Greg Raybon

732•747•4327
graybon@verizon.net

416 July 15-16
Barnegat Breezer
Barnegat Bay, NJ Tom Burnley

610•389•2605
Tom.Burnley@comcast.net

54 July  29-30
Special Olympics
St. Marys, MD Dan Flanigan

410•821•6761
dfp135@msn.com

HCANA
Div 
11

Aug 3-11
Hobie Mini-Mega
North Americans
Wildwood, NJ

Mark Santorelli mark@mnktechnologies.com

250 Aug  26-27
Sandy Hook Regatta
Atlantic Highlands, NJ Greg Raybon

732•747•4327
graybon@verizon.net

SAYC Sept 23-24
Shore Acres Regatta
Shore Acres, NJ Garret Hogan

732•778•7960
ghogan@dsant.com

106 Oct 7-8
Fall Classic
Rehoboth Beach, DE Bill Colgan

302•475•9083
hobie106@speakeasy.net

DIVISION 8DIVISION 8

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

5 Jan 13-15
Bluster-on-the-Bay
St. Petersburg, FL Fred Weidig Hobiefred@gmail.com

CHYC Feb 2-5
Charlotte Harbor Regatta

Punta Gorda, FL www.charlotteharborregatta.com

DIYC
Div 8 Mar 3-5 Midwinters East South

Tampa, FL
Davis Island YC

Kelly Ferro
www.DIYC.org

5
GYC

April 28-30
GYC Multihull Regatta
Gulfport, FL Geoff  Hartman

GYC.2015.MH.Races
@gmail.com

IRYC
80

May 27-28
Kelly Park River Regatta
Merritt Island, FL Mike Nulf

321•604•2650
mnulf@cfl .rr.com

80
June
TBD

Summer Sizzler
Daytona Beach, FL www.fl eet80.com

SSS
October

TBD
10th Buzzelli Rendezvous 
Sarasota, FL www.sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

2017                     REGATTA SCHEDULE

DIVISION 12DIVISION 12

HOST
FLEET

DATE NAME / LOCATION CONTACT PHONE / E–MAIL

RPYC Sept 16-17
Roton Point Multihill Regatta
Rowaton, CT www.rpmr.org

DUANE DARLING
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Chair

Pat Porter

5316 Hilltop Road

Garden Valley, CA  95633

916•496•2294
patrickporter448@gmail.com

1st Vice Chair

Ryan Richardson

1214 W. Robinson St.

Knoxville, IA  50138

641•820•0502
fl eet475inst@gmail.com

2nd Vice Chair

Mark Van Doren

201 Triplett Lane

Knoxville, TN  37922

865•548•8777
navigator0177@gmail.com

Secretary

Darcy Porter

5316 Hilltop Road

Garden Valley, CA  95633

916•496•2294
dppkporter@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Becky Ashburn

4535 Carol Circle

Las Vegas, NV 89120

702•580•3230
hcanatreasurer@gmail.com

Race Director

Mark Santorelli

50 Hannah Lee Rd

Barnegat, NJ 08005

908•783•1915
RaceDirector@hobiebrat1.com

2017 HCANA BOARD & CONTACTS

DIVISION 2
Mark Ashburn

4535 Carol Circle
Las Vegas, NV  89120

702•204•2206
hobiedivision2@gmail.com

DIVISION 3
Scott Erwin

5500 Llano Rd.
Atascadero, CA  93422

805•610•7812
wscotterwin@yahoo.com 

DIVISION 4
Laura Sullivan

20831 SE 213 St.
Maple Valley, WA 98012

425•432•7749
mslauras@hotmail.com

DIVISION 5
Stuart Hill

1925 Lynwood Place
Casper, WY  82604

307•265•6782
Boarderstu@bresnan.net

DIVISION 6
Jane Sherrod

1285 Blue Heron
Hitchcock, TX 77563

409•933•9984 
jbsherrod@aol.com

DIVISION 7
Wendy Rice-Larson

111 Superior St.
Storm Lake, IA  50588

712•661•9279
wricelarson@gmail.com

DIVISION 8
Fred Weidig

4806 SW 25th Ct
Cape Coral, FL  33914

239•810•0703
hobiedivision8@gmail.com

DIVISION 9
Nick Bostic

104 Turnbury Rd.
Goose Creek, SC  29445

843•422•4768
nwbostic@gmail.com

DIVISION 10
Gail Tinker-Stiemsma
9542 East Shore Drive

Portage, MI 49002
269•760•2666

gtinker@fl owserve.com

DIVISION 11
Carol McVeigh

15800 Bond Mill Rd.
Laurel, MD  20707

302•559•6583
hobiedivision11@gmail.com

DIVISION 12
Dave Heroux

27 Foster Center Rd.
Foster, RI  02825-1326

401•647•3203
davebarbara448@msn.com

DIVISION 13
Pedro Colon

Box 5307
Caguas, PR 00726

787•744•3246
kcrio@caribe.net

DIVISION 14
John Eaton

596 N 1200 Rd.
Lawrence, KS 66047

785•748•0100
sailfl atlands@gmail.com

DIVISION 15
Michael McNeir
91 Starlight Lane

Santa Rosa Beach, FL  32459
850•585•3285 

McNeir080605@centurylink.net

DIVISION 16
Adam Atherton
7888 Marina Dr.

Bridgeport, NY 13030
315•491•6390

adamnrosie@yahoo.com

Women’s 
Representative

Robbin Mocarski
4920 Red Pine Rd.
Manlius, NY  13104

315•256•7644
Hobiewomen@gmail.com

RESOURCES

Championships / Guest Expert 

Program Coordinator

Bridget Quatrone

412 Radcliffe Road

Dewitt, NY 13214

315•446•9868
bqfaces@hotmail.com

Youth Program Director

Chris Bradshaw

5285 W 219 Terrace

Bucyrus, KS  66013

913•206•1522
Hobieyouth@gmail.com

Scorekeeper

Bill Jeffers

Hobie Feet 204

Syracuse, NY

585•370•9160
hobiescores@yahoo.com

Web Master / Media / 

Communications

Nicholas Liebel / 

Ben Wells
hcanawebteam@

gmail.com / 
bmwells23@gmail.com

HOTLINE Editor  /

Membership Chair

Matt Bounds

3798 Damas Dr.

Commerce Twp., MI 48382

248•980•7931
hobiemembership@gmail.com

Hobie Class Association of 
North America

www.hcana.hobieclass.com

Hobie Cat Company
www.hobiecat.com

Hobie Cat Community 
Forums

www.hobiecat.com/forums

@hcanorthamerica
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JUST IN OFF THE WIRE

News and Notes

IHCA Approves Class Rule Changes

The International Hobie Class 

Associationhas approved 

several rule changes that 

aff ect all Hobie Cat classes.   For 

World Sailing International Classes 

(H-14, H-16, Tiger, and WildCat), 

the changes were submitted to 

World Sailing and approved.

Th e fi rst change is just a 

houskeeping one and merely brings 

our class into compliance with the 

Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) with 

little or no eff ect on the boat owner.  

Th e class rule change eliminates the 

requirement for national letters on 

sails.  (See RRS 77 and RRS App. 

G)  Since all class-legal sails are 

made by Hobie Cat and assigned 

a unique sail number, there is no 

need for national letters.

Th e second change is one that 

racers have wanted for some time – 

synthetic trapeze “wires.”  Th e class 

rules now allow the replacement 

of trapeze wires with lines of any 

material not less than 2.5 mm 

diameter (approximately 3/32").  

Synthetic trapeze lines have 

several advantages over wire:

• Inexpensive – as little as one-

third the cost of wire

• Easily made up (spliced) with 

almost no tools required

• Easily cut with a knife in an 

emergency

•   Gentler on hands and other 

body parts – no “meat hooks”

However, there are some 

disadvantages:

• Synthetic lines fray and can 

fail suddenly without warning.  

Lines must be inspected 

frequently and precautions taken 

to minimize chafi ng at the mast 

tang attachment.

• Some synthetics do not tolerate 

UV exposure well.  You can’t 

leave your boat mast up in the 

summer sun for weeks and 

expect the trapeze lines to last 

very long.

• Some synthetics (especially 

Dyneema®) “creep” – they 

slowly elongate under load – 

making the trapeze line longer 

than you may want.

Despite the disadvantages, 

synthetic trapeze lines are seen 

as a good thing – they are less 

expensive and safer than wire when 

it comes to freeing yourself from 

entanglement.

Th e IHCA also issued a few 

clarifi cations on class rules:

• Reversing the Hobie Wave 

Mast “Bob” – Hobie Cat Wave 

rule 7.2 applies: “A mast fl oat, 

as provided standard with the 

boat by the HOBIE CAT CO. 

shall be attached to the mast 

head while racing.”  Since no 

allowance is made in the rule 

for reversing the mast fl oat, it is 

illegal.

 • Trampolines (all classes) – 

IHCA Gen Rule 16.5 applies: 

“Mesh and canvas trampolines 

manufactured by the HOBIE 

CAT CO. are class legal.”  

Th is means only Hobie Cat 

Company manufactured 

trampolines are legal for class 

racing.

• Rudders (all classes except 

H-14 and H-16) – the rule 

numbers vary for the diff erent 

classes, but they say essentially 

the same thing:  “Rudder blades 

and rudder assemblies shall be 

stock as supplied by the HOBIE 

CAT CO.”  Only Hobie Cat 

Company produced rudders are 

class legal (Th e 14 and 16 allow 

non-Hobie Cat Co. rudders of 

the same shape).

10 WINTER 2017



Th ere have been quite a few 

changes recently to the HCANA 

Offi  cers and Board:

• Division 7 has a new chair – 

Wendy Rice-Larson

• Division 11 has a new chair – 

Carol McVeigh

• Mark and Becky Ashburn 

(Division 2 chair and HCANA 

Treasurer, respectively) bought 

a new house and have a new 

address.

Many New Division Offi cers; Address and 
E-mail Changes

• Bridget Quatrone (HCANA 

Championships Coordinator) 

has a new e-mail address.

• Nicholas Liebel has taken over 

the Webmaster duties and Ben 

Wells has been doing a great job 

with social media postings.

All these changes are 

highlighted in yellow on the 

contacts page (page 8).

Todd Christensen Memorial Regatta Raises 
Over $2,000 to Youth Sailing

Last year Hobie Fleet 95, 

Seattle re-dedicated its 

Hobie regatta at Skamokawa, 

WA to long time Hobie sailor 

Todd Christensen who passed 

away suddenly in 2013 at a very 

young age.  Todd’s dad, Dean, 

along with close family friend John 

Hoag built a beautiful perpetual 

trophy with Todd’s name on it for 

the long distance race on Sunday 

that this regatta has become 

famous for.  

No race was sailed until 2015 

when the local fl eet resurrected the 

regatta.  Since Todd had won the 

long distance race in 2013, he was 

awarded the trophy posthumously 

and his name was placed at the 

top of the trophy.  Meanwhile the 

newly-resurrected regatta had a 

mission – raise funds for Hobie 

youth sailing.  Last year, in its 

inaugural year, the fl eet was able 

to donate $1,500 to HCANA 

earmarked for Hobie youth sailing.

Th is year’s event would have 

made Todd proud.  Skamokawa 

is known for its building thermal 

breeze.  As Portland, OR heats up, 

it draws in cool air from the Pacifi c 

over Astoria, OR, up the Columbia 

River, and into this laid back 

community of 450 people.  Most 

people relate the Columbia River 

to the Columbia Gorge, or “Th e 

Gorge” as it is commonly known.  

But Skamokawa is a sailor’s 

paradise.  

Saturday brought a stronger-

than-usual, 25-30k breeze that saw 

carnage that would make a boat 

dealer smile.  Letters littered the 

score sheet at the end of the day as 

sailors either could not or would 

not brave the elements of the last 

couple races.

Back ashore Della Hoag and 

Carlissa Markowicz treated the 

ravenous sailors to a Mexican feast 

of proportions and fl avor only 

rivaled by Rosa’s burritos in Puerto 

Penasco.  Afterwards, instead of 

having a raffl  e where only a few 

people win all of the items, a live 

auction was held for charity.  Th e 

auction works great because it 

means items only go to people who 

value them.  With just 6 sponsors 

and 25 boats, the regatta was able 

to generate nearly $2,500, $900 of 

which came from the live auction.  

Sunday’s action was tamer wind-

wise, but raucous in the racing as 

the overall winner, John Hoag, won 

in a photo fi nish after 13 miles of 

racing!

Th e Hobie community has lost another sailing 

friend. We’re not sure how many of you remember 

Mark and Carmel Schleckser; they were long-time 

Hobie 18 sailors from Division 11.  Carmel lost her 

battle with cancer and passed away this past August. 

Her husband Mark, was by her side. If you wish to 

send Mark a card, his address is: 

Mark Schleckser 

76 Venice Dr

Brick, NJ 08723

Carmel Schleckser - 2016
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Batten Pocket Protector Replacement
Text and Photos By Steve Myer and Matt Bounds

Sails are critical to the 

performance of every Hobie 

Cat.  Th eir colorful patterns 

do more than just give our boats a 

unique and attractive appearance.  

Th ey are the engines that convert 

wind energy into high-speed 

performance.  In spite of their 

importance, they are frequently 

overlooked when it comes to 

maintenance.   Th is is because, for 

the most part, sails require very 

little maintenance.  Th ey are built 

from corrosion-resistant materials, 

have no moving parts, and are 

designed to provide many years of 

trouble free service. 

However, a critical component 

of all sails with battens that should 

be inspected are the batten pocket 

protectors.  Th ese are the small 

plastic caps that are affi  xed to the 

forward end of each batten pocket.  

Th ey help to transfer the batten 

load to the mast and prevent the tip 

of the batten from poking through 

the luff  of the mainsail.  Over 

time, the plastic pocket protector 

can break down and crack.  Th is 

is also a high-wear area on the 

sail, especially the boltrope.  If not 

replaced or repaired, the pocket 

protector may fail resulting in sail 

or batten damage.  Th e picture 

below left shows a pocket protector 

with several cracks and is on the 

verge of failing. 

Each pocket protector is 

comprised of two molded plastic 

halves that are riveted to the sail 

with aluminum tubular rivets.  

Originally Hobie sails used a four-

rivet pocket protector similar to the 

one at right, but sometime around 

year 2000, the design was changed 

to a fi ve-rivet confi guration like 

the one to the left.  Hobie 16 jibs 

and the upper battens on a Hobie 

17 main use a triangular, three-

rivet design.  Replacement kits are 

available for all types (the one to 

the right is a replacement cap kit 

with brass machine screws / nuts), 

but make sure you order the correct 

kit for your sail since they are 

not interchangeable.  Th is article 

explains the process for replacing 

the both the fi ve-rivet and three-

rivet pocket protectors, but the 

process for replacing a four-rivet 

protector would be similar.

Th e Hobie main pocket 

protector kit (P/N: 12480001)
includes the protector’s two plastic 

halves and fi ve solid rivets .  Th e 

solid rivets provide a clean, low 

profi le method for installing the 

pocket protector onto the sail.  

However, this type of rivet is ideally 

set with a large, heavy bench tool.  

You can buy a hand-setting die and 

anvil (Hanson Rivet Co. P/Ns HT-

171 and SQ-4-21) for about $50, 

but setting the rivet well is diffi  cult 

- the tools are hard to control with 

just your hands.
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

















One of us (Matt) made a 

C-clamp type tool to hold the 

die/anvil steady while the rivet 

is set , but despite its robust 

appearance, it fl exes in use.  It 

works, but not particularly well.  

Still, it’s better than holding 

the tools by hand.

So if you need to replace a 

broken pocket protector, it’s 

likely that you’ll either need to 

have the new one installed by 

a professional sail maker or use 

an alternative fastener to the 

solid rivets.  

Stainless steel machine 

screws with hex nuts and 

washers are a good substitute 

for the rivets and they can be 

installed using a few basic hand 

tools.  Here is what you’ll need:

• Pan Head Machine Screws, 
8-32, 0.5” Long (McMaster 
P/N: 91400A194)

• No. 8 Flat Washer (McMaster 
P/N: 90945A725)

• Narrow Hex Nut, 8-32 
(McMaster P/N:  90205A309) 
Th ese particular fasteners 

were chosen because their size 

allows them to fi t very nicely 

inside the counterbores of the 

pocket protector mounting 

holes.  Th is minimizes the 

protrusion of the screws and 

nuts above the surface of the 

pocket protector providing a 

clean installation .

(Note that the four-rivet 

pocket protector kits - like the 

one on the opposite page - are 

supplied with screws and nuts, 

so the kits are ready to go right 

out of the package.)

To replace the batten 

pocket protector, you fi rst need 

to remove the old, damaged 

protector.  Start by releasing 

the tension on the batten and 

pulling it out of the pocket at 

least six inches.  You will want to 

place a fl at piece of wood under 

the pocket protector to provide 

a solid work surface.  Th en drill 

out the rivets that are holding 

the pocket protector onto the 

sail .    

Th e pocket protector may 

start to break as you drill out the 

rivets, so go slowly being careful 

not to slip and damage the sail 

cloth .  

Once you have one side of 

the protector removed, pull the 

remaining portion of each rivet 

through the sail.  If the rivet is 

adhered to the sail cloth, you 

may need pliers to twist it free.  

Th e drilled edge of the rivet is 

sharp and could damage the sail, 

so be careful .

After the old protector has 

been removed from the sail, 

there will be seven holes in 

the sail.  Th e two small holes 

are used to align the protector 

halves, and the fi ve large holes 

are for the fasteners .

Check the fi t of the new 

pocket protector by installing 

each half onto the sail.  Th e 

alignment pins on each 

protector should be engaged and 

the holes in the protector should 

align with the holes in the sail.

Place a small amount of 

medium strength thread locker 

(Loctite) on the leading threads 

of each machine screw .  Be 

careful - it will stain the fabric.

Install the screws into the luff  

protector and then install a fl at 

washer and nut.  Tighten the 

screws fi rmly.  It may be helpful 

to use a pair of small needle 

nose pliers to hold the nut .
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

















With the new pocket 

protector installed , , 

ensure that both sides are 

smooth and free of sharp 

edges.  Any sharp edges may be 

removed using a small fl at fi le.  

Reinstall the batten and you’re 

ready to hit the water.

Th e smaller protector caps 

on the Hobie 16 jib and Hobie 

17 upper main battens are 

attached with three brass rivets  

smaller than the aluminum 

rivets used on the larger 

protectors .  In this instance, 

the cap had to be removed to 

make a minor bolt rope repair.

Again, start by carefully 

drilling out the set end of the 

rivet - notice the wood block 

under the cap .  Since the 

cap is to be reused, be extra 

careful not to drill too deep.  

Once you’ve got the fl ared 

end of the rivet off , drive the 

rivet out with a punch .  A 

wooden block supports the 

underside of the cap while the 

rivet is driven out.

Once the cap is removed, 

the full extent of the sail 

damage can be assessed .  

Th is 17 sail was hanging up 

on the Comptip/aluminum 

interface on the mast and the 

bolt rope eventually frayed 

open.  Th is was right on the 

borderline of requiring a 

professional sail maker repair.

After cleaning up the frayed 

ends and kind of welding 

everything back together with 

a hot knife, two sail repair 

tape patches were cut, with 

the corners rounded to help 

prevent the patch from peeling 

up .  Th e repair area was 

wiped clean with alcohol and 

allowed to dry thoroughly.  Th e 

patches were then stuck down 

on both sides of the sail .

Instead of nuts and bolts 

to reinstall the protector, or 

replacing the brass rivets (with 

the same problems with tooling 

as for the larger luff  protectors), 

you can use 3/32" aluminum pop-

rivets for the small protectors for 

a semi-permanent repair.

Th e head on the pop-rivet is 

larger than the brass rivet head, 

so the counterbore on the batten 

cap needed to be carefully 

enlarged.  Th is is done using a 

brad-point bit that drills a fl at- 

bottomed hole so the rivet can 

sit fl ush .

Before reassembling 

everything, the rivet holes were 

cut out in the sail cloth patches 

with an X-Acto knife . 

Th e protector halves and 

rivets were all assembled in their 

proper places and held together 

with Vise-Grips while the rivets 

were pulled .  Placing all three 

rivets at once ensures everything 

lines up.

After pulling the rivets, check 

to see if there are any sharp 

edges or protruding bits from 

the rivets.  On this repair, one of 

the rivets didn't quite pull down 

below the edge of the protector 

.  Th e cure for this, since the 

rivets are fairly soft, is to peen 

down the off ending rivets with 

a ball peen hammer (notice the 

wood block support) .

Eventually, this sail will need 

a professionally repair.  It held 

up fi ne for the fi ve days of the 

17 North Americans — and you 

can't beat the cost when you 

already have the sail tape and 

rivets in your parts box. 
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Purpose of the Youth 
Grant

Th e purpose of the Youth Grant 

shall be to assist Junior and Youth 

sailors in attending Championship 

Hobie Cat events, including, but 

not limited to:

• Youth events sanctioned by the 

Hobie Class Association of 

North America

• Youth events sanctioned and 

organized by the International 

Hobie Class Association and 

held in conjunction with other 

IHCA Worlds events 

Th ese Youth Grants shall be 

issued without fi nancial obligation 

on the part of the receiving teams, 

however, the Youth Grants shall be 

subject to the terms and conditions 

as set forth in these guidelines.

Grant Request 
Guidelines

Th e following parameters are 

those that have been set forth by 

the HCA Executive Council as 

the minimum criteria to be met 

by youth teams wishing to apply 

for a fi nancial grant for attending 

eligible events. 

• Both skippers and crews must 

be HCA members. 

• Skippers must sail in at least 

three (3) HCA-sanctioned 

events during the qualifying 

season prior to petitioning for a 

grant. Exceptions may be made 

at the Council’s discretion when 

seasonal considerations justify 

such action. Th ey may sail as a 

skipper or crew in those events. 

Teams must submit the 

following documents to apply for 

an HCA Youth Grant:

 

1) An essay explaining why they 

should receive the Grant. 

2) A resume of sailing training and 

experience. 

3) Planned expenses for the event 

in question. 

4) A list of HCA sanctioned 

regattas attended in the current 

year and fi nish positions. 

5) A personal reference (parent 

or coach, for example) must be 

named to provide assistance in 

administration, disbursement 

and management of the Youth 

Grant.

 

At the conclusion of the event 

the following must be submitted: 

• A detailed expense report 

outlining expenditures 

and disbursement of the 

Youth Grant monies, 

signed by the reference 

individual. 

• An article about their 

experience in the event in 

question, to subsequently 

be submitted to the 

HOTLINE through the 

HCA Youth Chairperson. 

Selection Process
All Youth Grant requests shall 

be submitted to the current HCA 

Youth Chairperson 60 days prior to 

the event. No requests subsequent 

to that date will be considered for 

that year. 

Youth Grant requests shall be 

reviewed by the HCA Council and 

awards to qualifi ed teams shall be 

announced a minimum of 30 days 

prior to the event. To be considered 

for a Youth Grant, all information 

requested must be provided by the 

due date, without exception. 

Youth Grants shall be awarded 

based on several factors, including 

but not limited to: funds available, 

number of requests received, 

needs of the individual teams, and 

requirements of established youth 

programs serving a number of 

Youth teams. 

Questions should be directed by 

e-mail to the current HCA Youth 

Chairperson: Christine Bradshaw, 
ctaha@hotmail.com

RESOURCES

HCANA YOUTH GRANTS
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The Hobie 16 Women’s and Hobie Youth North American Championships 
have almost always been sister events.  Run at the same venue at the same 
time, but in separate fl eets.  This year, light attendance prompted an even 
closer relationship.  The fl eets started together and all-girl youth teams could 
be scored in the women’s event as well.  But what made this a really “twisted” 
event were the waterspouts that appeared on the last day of racing.



Jordan Manning
Th e Hobie 16 Youth North American 

Championships in Pensacola Beach Florida was 

an unique experience compared to the rest of the 

Youth events that I have attended. A few things were 

diff erent from previous events. First off , the event was 

almost put together last minute by the fabulous Chris 

Bradshaw.  Unfortunately, due to the Hobie 16 Worlds 

event happening a few weeks before these youths, a 

few of the regular youth teams could not attend. Th is 

led to a smaller turnout of youth teams than expected. 

Another diff erence was that I was fl ying into the 

event and meeting up with my crew, Hannah, who I 

never met or sailed with before this event. Th e fi rst 

day I arrived, I found out that I was going to be the 

only male skipper in the youth event. I know what you 

guys are thinking, “ what a lucky guy!”  Yes, it was all 

fun and games on the beach, but even during the fi rst 

practice day I knew that these girl teams were serious 

and I would still have to have my game face on. 

On a side note the youth teams were also combined 

with the Women’s North Americans. I knew that this 

might be my last year for sailing in the youth so I had 

to stay focused.  Practice day went exceptionally well, 

other then a few faults due to my crew and I getting 

used to each other. 

Over the three days off  racing I can say that it was 

an unforgettable event. Th e venue was great and the 

weather was bipolar most of the time. We went from 

the wind shifting a whole 360 degrees, to light wind 

sailing, to boats almost sailing away on the beach, to 

sailing with a thunderstorm around us, to the last day 

sailing when water spouts were hitting the water. 

I would like to thank everyone who helped put the 

event on and to our billet hosts Rick and Dorothy 

Adams for great hospitality, Pensacola Beach Yacht 

Club, and a special thanks to the road warrior Pat 

Porter for driving across country and back safely with 

my boat.

Jordan Manning and Hannah Nelson

BRANDI WHITEHURST

BRANDI WHITEHURST

18 WINTER 2017



Hannah Nelson
Going into this event, I wasn’t sure what to expect. 

I mean, sailing with a person you had never met who 

lives halfway across the country from you? A bit nerve-

wracking to say the very least. Turns out, we made a 

great team and I wouldn’t want to trade the experience 

for anything. 

When I fi rst arrived in Pensacola, Florida, I was 

nervous about many things. So many “what ifs” and 

was in an unknown situation. When I got to the 

host house, many of those nerves were put to rest 

when I met the people who so generously let us stay 

in their house for nearly a week. Th ey went up and 

beyond what they needed to do and were so kind and 

welcoming. 

Th e fi rst day out on the water was surprisingly 

easy. When you sail with someone for the fi rst time, it 

usually takes a few hours to get used to how someone 

drives the boat and such. Th is was one of the rare cases 

that we worked together very well after one or two 

tacks. He was very welcoming and easy to get along 

with on and off  the boat. Th e only thing that kept 

us from full potential was how little the wind was 

blowing. 

It was so nice to be around such amazing people 

who all love sailing as much as I do. I know I made 

some friendships that will last for a while and ate a 

year’s supply of ice cream while doing so!

BRANDI WHITEHURST
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Th e 2016 Hobie 16 Youth North Americans was a 

very fun and exciting event. In my experience, I sailed 

with Ericka Longo in her last year as a youth sailor. 

Th e fi rst day of racing proved to be no good; there was 

little wind which died during the race they tried to 

run, but nonetheless, race committee tried. Th e second 

day, however, held good wind for myself and my 

skipper. We had a lot of fun racing that day, and did 

very well on top of that. 

Ericka and I went into the event not really caring 

about how we placed, rather, we cared about having 

fun. On the second day of the event, because we 

realized how well we were truly doing, and because 

of how everyone else had seemed to step up their 

game and sail more aggressively, we held securely 

onto second place and, while we still had a lot of fun, 

we sailed with more determination to keep our spot 

now. We very nearly took fi rst place, but Kat Porter, 

the 2016 Champion, caught us by a few points. I can 

say for certain that sailing against her as we did was 

quite a challenge, and it was good for me to better my 

sailing. 

Wednesday was a very good racing day for Ericka 

and I; we got three bullets that day, and Ericka took 

her fi rst shot at double trapping in a very heavy leg of 

one race. When I found that Ericka and I had made 

second place in this event, we were both thrilled. A 

good fi ve weeks of practice paid off  well for us at this 

event, but what also paid off  with the two of us was 

our trust and confi dence in each other. We each know 

that the other is a good sailor, and we trust each other 

to know what we are doing, and when to do it. 

While the whole event held surprises, such as 

Tuesday’s storms and the rain on Wednesday morning, 

Wednesday proved to hold the greatest surprise. On 

Wednesday, as we began the sequence for our last 

race, we watched as a total of fi ve waterspouts touched 

down into the sound not far from us. I had never sailed 

with waterspouts before, and I found that to be very 

thrilling and a rare thing to happen. 

Th e 2016 Hobie 16 Youth North Americans was 

a very fun event, and it has helped me to grow as a 

youth sailor. I have been sailing since I was eight years 

old, and this is my ninth year sailing, and in those nine 

years I have only sailed as crew for my dad and many 

others. Th is year I am taking a big step for myself; I am 

planning to return to the 2017 Hobie 16 Youth North 

Americans as a skipper. I hope to see some familiar 

faces there once again. 

COME COME 

OUT AND OUT AND 

PLAYPLAY
Julia Donigan Marie Donigan, Ericka Longo, and Julia Donigan 

(photobomb by Bob Longo)

BRANDI WHITEHURST
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2016 Hobie 16 Women’s North American Championships
Final Results

2016 Hobie 16 Youth North American Championships
Final Results

BRANDI WHITEHURST
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Slim is widely known across the decades of 

Hobie sailors in the Hobie 16 and Hobie 17 

Classes as a great competitor and great sport, 

win or lose. He has been involved in Hobie racing 

for at least 30 years and has been involved in the 

inter workings of Division 7, serving in a number of 

capacities such as Commodore, Secretary and most 

recently as Treasurer.

Slim has always been very helpful to the newer 

and younger sailors in teaching them the “tricks of 

the trade,” shortcuts on how to rig properly and been 

a patient skipper to various crew he has had over the 

years.

Slim has been a great example of how to behave 

when you win and when you lose. Always smiling and 

gracious no matter what.

Ryan Richardson  – I think Slim shows a great 

example of the “Hobie Way of Life.”  Part of any life 

is just showing up, and he participates in every aspect 

of our sport.  He is on the water, on a 17, on a 16, on 

a Wave, at every regatta, at championship events, at 

meetings, at the restaurant, at the bar (even though he 

doesn’t drink).  Slim is there. In his interactions with 

other sailors, Slim has always been happy, welcoming, 

smiling, encouraging, and a great person to introduce 

to new sailors.

Casey Larson – I was lucky enough to be able to 

crew for Slim for a number of years.  He has taught 

me so much about sailing and the Hobie Way of 

Life.  Slim taught me that having fun was the most 

important thing and I’ll tell you that sailing with Slim 

was always a fun and memorable experience. We also 

had plenty of fun off  the water, for example getting 

ice cream and fi lling our pockets with mints. :) He 

truly made my love of sailing grow even larger and he 

continues to do so for so many people.

AndyLarson – I am proud to call Slim a good 

friend! I remember Slim from the fi rst regatta.  As 

a beginning sailor, he seemed bigger than life.  Top 

of the line equipment and all the “Bling” needed to 

intimidate the shit out of me, yet he took the time 

to not only welcome my family and myself, but help 

us out setting up and encouraging us.  Since then it’s 

almost as if he were part of our family.  We have spent 

more time with Slim then my own parents (sorry 

Mom, you don’t sail) Both of my daughters have sailed 

with Slim especially Casey, who was his regular H16 

crew for years. Slim is a great competitor on the water 

and off .  He is always ready to share, compare notes, 

off er help, and give you some shit when we screw up!  

Gary “Slim” Johnson is the epitome of a Hobie sailor, 

living and enjoying this wonderful lifestyle!

Steve Brewer  – Slim has been an avid Hobie guy 

for 37 years (started in 79, his number). He has been 

involved in all aspects of our sport: all offi  cer positions; 

hosting regattas; coach; and mentor. He is the fi rst 

to make a new person feel welcome, which is clearly 

refl ected by the many who call him a friend. Great 

passion and always a smile! Slim makes hobie racing 

fun. He would be an outstanding choice for this award.

This is a list of testimonials to the fact that Gary 

‘Slim’ Johnson epitomizes the “Hobie Way of 

Life” in every way imaginable and we feel he is a 

noteworthy addition to such a great honor.

Best Regards – Your friends in Division 7 and across 
the world.

You’ll need to 
get Slim or Andy 
to explain the 
Cheetos thing.

TERRI MCKENNA

ANDY LARSON
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My favorite Hobie 

sailing regatta is 

the annual Division 

4 Championship held at Lake 

Quinault in Washington State. 

Th is was the venue for my very fi rst 

Hobie Sailing regatta some 8 or so 

years ago when my husband – tired 

of me chasing him around the lake 

– decided we should connect with 

the local Fleet. I was reluctant at 

fi rst. Now, this regatta is for me the 

main event of the sailing season, 

and something I look forward to 

every year. Th e lake is warm, the wind is (usually) good, 

the sun is (almost) always shining, and the camping 

and camaraderie is (always) fantastic.

So this year, when I had to cancel my registration at 

the last minute to pack for the great move to Kentucky, 

I was sad to miss. And I was even sadder still when I 

learned that this was the last time I would have seen 

a great sailor, friend, and Hobie leader, Jerry Valeske. 

I have to admit, it’s taken me some time to collect my 

thoughts. I was of course in shock at fi rst, and then 

later surprised at how much I miss Jerry still to this 

day. I think of him often. Jerry was a kind and loving 

man. Words do not accurately describe how special 

Jerry was – he was more than just a man. I am honored 

to have known him. 

Share freely with others.
One of the things I love most about Jerry is his 

generosity. He was ultra-generous with his wisdom – 

and not in a know-it-all-way. I have met many experts 

in a variety of topics and few are those who share 

freely their knowledge and learnings. Jerry was such 

a man. He would answer all my questions and off er 

coaching about rigging or anything I needed help 

with. He would often yell over a tip like “Tighten your 

main!” or “More weight in the front!” when I would 

see him out on the water. He even gave me step by 

step instructions when I needed to patch a hole in my 

boat (my fi rst experience with fi berglass) and he even 

invited me over on more than one occasion if I needed 

a hand in his shop. I value that.

Be generous with your smiles.
Jerry was also most generous with his smiles. When 

I think of Jerry I always picture him with a big grin 

on his face. He was always happy – at least whenever 

I saw him. I like to imagine that he was grumpy only 

on that rare occasion when I would be ahead of him 

on the race course. Or the even more infrequent times 

when I would beat him across the fi nish line. You 

see, Jerry was a member of what I can only call the 

“A-Fleeters Club”. People in this club take sailing – 

Remembering Jerry
Lynn Rickard (a.k.a. the HobieMaven)

Jerry Valeske - 2016

FEATURE

24 WINTER 2017



and winning – very seriously. I don’t. Wanting only to 

start and fi nish every race and ever more trying not 

to come in last, I prefer to shoot a beer in the sparse 

minutes between races as I enjoy the sun and the water. 

Jerry was never snobbish or uppity and didn’t seem to 

mind that the “party” was more important to me than 

the “trophy”. I value that.

Encourage others to do better.
When I had been a member of Hobie Fleet 95 

for only a year or so, it was Jerry who asked me if I 

wanted to be the next Fleet Commodore. Honored, 

of course I said “Yes!” (I was naïve at the time and 

thought everyone in the Fleet took their turn. I was 

wrong about that but I did enjoy seeing my name in 

the Hobie Hotline ;) I had big ideas for marketing, 

a website, a Facebook page, increased membership, 

annual dues, and more (sigh). It was Jerry who brought 

me back down to earth - gently - and let me know 

the Fleet had their own way of doing things. I didn’t 

accomplish all that I originally wanted as Commodore 

of Fleet 95 but I made more friends and had a lot of 

fun. I value that.

Everything is going to be all 
right.

Th e one thing I did do during my reign was design 

the Hobie Fleet 95 logo. I wanted something simple 

and stitch-able that represented the Fleet covering 

Seattle area so I included an image of the Space 

Needle and Mt. Rainier. I remember the day I sent 

it over to Jerry to 

review.

Jerry called me 

and said “that’s 

not Mt. Rainier”. 

I said “What do 

you mean? It’s just 

a mountain – close 

enough...” Jerry 

said “I look out 

the window every 

day at Mt. Rainier 

and that is not Mt. 

Rainier...” In the 

end we went with 

it (after all I was 

Commodore at the time :). It was only later that I 

learned Jerry was a fi ne artist. Jerry designed most (if 

not all) the Fleet shirts for various regattas. His point 

of view and his perspective was amazing and the detail 

of his art was exact. After I fi gured that out (too late) 

I understood why he didn’t go for the “illusion of Mt. 

Rainier” my clipart skills aff orded! Regardless, Jerry 

wore the brand – I saw him many times in the shirt or 

hat I had stitched and we always had fun. I value that.
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The greatest gift is when you do you.
I admired Jerry as a master sailor, when I fi rst met him he 

sailed a Tiger. After the Tiger fl eet dwindled he switched to the 

18. Jerry and Laura were at every event it seemed either running 

the show or participating fully. It was always “Jerry and Laura” 

by the way. In some regards, Jerry took supporting role as Laura 

was always going somewhere in the world sailing with Peter (the 

crazy). It was always self-evident that Jerry and Laura shared a 

deep love bond. My husband buys me AAA so if I need a tow, I 

won’t call him. Jerry, on the other hand, was always on call when 

Peter and Laura were together as would prove to be warranted. 

Over the years there were many stories, bike accidents, stranded 

on the donut in Puget Sound, broken fi ngers, and more. I admire 

that Jerry loved Laura enough to let her live her full and rich 

life completely even when trouble with Peter was always and 

repeatedly known to be just around the corner. What a great 

husband. I value that.

Let the sun shine.
When I think of Jerry, a particular song of joy plays over and 

over in my mind. Th e words I hear are slightly modifi ed from 

the original; you can sing along with the melody here.

Hobie trails to you, until we meet again. Hobie trails to you, 

keep smilin’ until then. Who cares about the clouds when we’re 

together? Just sing a song and bring the sunny weather. Hobie 

trails to you, ‘till we meet again. Some trails are happy ones, 

Others are blue. It’s the way you ride the trail that counts, here’s 

a happy one for you.

When my Mom died, I imagined her busy remodeling 

heaven – doing things she loved to do in life. Similarly, I imagine 

Jerry teaching Hobie 101 to all the other angels who always 

wanted to sail and never did. I see Jerry sailing on big clear 

lakes with warm water where the sun is always shining and the 

wind is always blowing. Jerry Valeske was more than a generous, 

loving, and talented man. He was a rare and true example of the 

best of mankind. I will always treasure the time we had together 

on this earth. I imagine Jerry – Father of Fleet 95 to us all – 

with the other Father having some fun now!

Editor's note:  Like almost everyone I know that knew Jerry, it was a shock 
when we heard the news of his passing.  I had the absolute pleasure of work-
ing with him on race committee at the 16/20 NACs in Sausalito and at the 
16s in Pensacola - he was always a consummate gentleman and a calming 
infl uence when things got bumpy.  I looked forward to seeing him as a com-
petitor at Lake Carlyle for the Alter Cup.  Fair winds, my friend.

Jerry goes over the basics of Hobie racing - teaching Hobie 101 at Sail Sand Point
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SIGNAL BOAT
Have You Had Your Vexillology Today?
By Matt Bounds, US Sailing National Race Offi cer

“What fl ag was that at 

the start yesterday?” 

queried nine-year 

old Makaela Wallace at the Sunday 

morning competitors’ meeting.  Ah, 

the innocence and bravery of youth. 

She had the courage to ask what none of the adults 

would, for probably most of them didn’t know what 

it was or what it meant either.  Suffi  ce to say, it was a 

not-so-new preparatory fl ag that is in the new 2017-
2020 Racing Rules of Sailing. 

We’re all familiar with the “P” (Papa) fl ag as the 

preparatory signal before the start, and most of us have 

seen the “I” (India - around the ends rule) and Black 

(disqualifi cation) fl ags.  What Makaela spotted was the 

“U” (Uniform) fl ag – a fl ag that I’ve used at the Hobie 

16 North Americans for the last two years.  It works a 

lot like the Black fl ag in that if you are in the triangle 

formed by the starting line and the fi rst mark in the 

last minute before the start, you’re disqualifi ed.  But 

unlike the Black fl ag, your DSQ goes away if there’s 

a general recall or abandonment.  Seems like a small 

distinction, but it’s a lot nicer to the competitors – 

while still controlling an aggressive fl eet at the start 

line.  Like the Black fl ag, it’s used sparingly and only 

when there are no problems with the starting line set.

Most everyone has seen and knows what to do 

when the “C” (Charlie) fl ag is fl own - the next mark 

has been moved.  However, there are other fl ags, less 

commonly used,  that seem to confuse competitors.  

Take a few minutes to learn what the “S” (Sierra), “M” 

(Mike) and other fl ags look like – and what they mean.  

It will greatly enhance your enjoyment of racing.

Signal fl ags are deeply rooted in maritime history 

and far precede the invention of radio and other 

communication methods.  But it’s no coincidence that 

the Latin word for fl ag (vexillum) and the Latin root 

of vex (vexare) are connected.  A lot of modern sailors 

are annoyed, frustrated and confused (vexed) by fl ags 

fl own by a race committee.  But it doesn’t have to be 

that way – you only need to know about fi fteen of 

them to know exactly what the RC is up to – and the 

Hobie Class has stickers to help you recognize them.

Advice for Race Committees
Bigger is Better

Let’s get this out of the way – size does matter.  

What looks enormous in the privacy of your home 

looks a lot smaller on the water, and it’s not due to 

shrinkage.  Flags come in numerical sizes, with size 0 

(12" x 15") being the smallest.  Most RCs use size 3 – 

24" x 24".  Th e largest size that’s commonly available is 

size 14 – 48" x 60" – a truly huge beast of a fl ag – and 

very expensive.  Size 3 works for small lakes and RCs 

on a budget; otherwise, size 7 – 36" x 36" – seems to 

be the best visibility / cost value for larger water.  Note 

that the pennants 

(AP, 1st Substitute 

and numbers) have 

diff erent dimensions.  

Size 3 is 16" x 36", 

size 7 is 24" x 54".  A 

fl ag that can’t be seen 

is useless as a signal.

Hoisting

Th e racing rules 

of sailing say, “Times 

shall be taken from 

the visual signals; 

the absence of a 

sound signal shall be 

disregarded.”  A delay 

in hoisting a fl ag on 

a halyard can result 

in a postponement 

– or worse.  Flags 

on poles are always 

preferred.  Th ere's 

only one moving part 

(the person doing 

the hoisting) and they 

usually 

don’t 

break or 

get stuck. 

Usually.

Flag and course stickers are available at 
www.hcana.hobieclass.com/sticker
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REGATTA REPORTS

The 2016 Hobie 16 World Championships was 

held in Dapeng, China. Th is was the second 

of four world championship events Hobie Cat 

Worldwide off ered to organize for the Hobie Class. 

Th is event was conceived and organized by Steve 

Fields and his team at Hobie Cat Australasia. Th e 

original concept was presented to me in 2014 and took 

two years of work make a reality. Hobie sailors from 

around the world gathered in Dapeng for what would 

prove to be some highly competitive racing in a very 

diff erent location. 

Th is was my fi rst trip to China; I have traveled 

to many places yet this was a uniquely diff erent 

experience. After having spent two weeks in China 

visiting, Beijing, Shenzhen, Dapeng and Hong Kong 

I came away with a new appreciation for the Chinese 

people and their culture. Th e people are very proud of 

their culture and their country, they are also very happy 

to share this with visitors. Overall we found everyone 

to be very friendly. Sure we had some language barriers 

but everywhere we went, people did their best to 

communicate with us. We even took the local bus 

to the grocery store. We had the hotel staff  write us 

a note in Chinese about where we were going and 

where we came from. We showed it to the bus drivers 

and they were very helpful in telling us where to get 

on and off  the bus. Th e grocery store itself was quite 

an experience. If you have a chance to go to China, I 

recommend it. Th e great wall is beyond amazing.  

Th e world’s venue was a bay in the town of 

Dapeng. We arrived via Shenzhen airport as did most 

competitors and were greeted by an event volunteer 

holding up a sign for the Hobie 16 Worlds. After 

meeting our guide we promptly left for the bus. Th e 

event provided bus service for arriving competitors. 

Th ese were four full size buses, completely decorated in 

Hobie 16 World Championship logos. Upon arriving 

in Dapeng, the entire town was fi lled with billboards, 

banners and whip fl ags advertising the Hobie 16 

worlds. Th e support from the community was amazing. 

Nearly all competitors were housed at the host 

hotel, which was also completely decked out in Hobie 

logos. Th ere was a fully rigged Hobie 16 in the hotel 

lobby and our room keys had a Hobie world’s logo. 

Additionally there were brand-new bicycles provided 

to all competitors at no charge with Hobie world’s 

logos of course. Th e bikes provided a nice way to 

get around and explore the town. Th e actual race 

site was about 2 miles from the hotel so we rode the 

bus every day to and from the race site. Th e race site 

was a secure compound on the beach that included 

two large tents (one of which was air conditioned), a 

competitor area, spectator area, many banners and pop 

tents. Immediately behind the race site was a ten-story 

condo building. Th e entire building (all ten stories) was 

wrapped in a huge banner showing Hobie Cat sailing. 

Th e condo complex also kindly provided rest-room 

facilities for all us. Granite counter tops on the beach, 

it was nice. 

What makes it diff erent?

Th e world championships are diff erent for a 

number of reasons. Th e racing is extremely challenging. 

Everyone is really skilled and it makes for very 

stimulating racing. 

Th e camaraderie of Hobie sailors is the same but 

now with an international twist. Following racing, 

everyone gathers at the pool bar to socialize. 

Th e amenities at the world championships are 

beyond anything competitors receive anywhere else. 

Rich McVeigh reports:
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It’s not just food and drink, when the last time you 

were handed a fresh towel after you came in from the 

water? Th e competitors at this event enjoyed a large 

elevated tent with fans, lunch was delivered every day, 

drinks, ice cream, on- site medical team, banquets with 

entertainment and of course towels. Th e Hobie 16 

worlds is a unique experience. 

Th e world championships are fully supported by 

Hobie Cat Worldwide. Th e company not only provides 

the boats but also a large factory team to support 

those boats. Any problems with a boat are very quickly 

dealt with by the factory team. Th e on-water staff  

were providing live commentary via the radio that 

is often piped into the on-shore PA system. Steve 

Fields provided some very entertaining commentary 

of the starts and fi nishes. Th ere was frequently “drama” 

at the pin during the starts and Steve was right 

there to report on it. Dan Mangus was the on-shore 

commentator and would add names to the boat 

numbers being called in. Th e Dan & Steve show kept 

sailors on-shore informed and entertained. 

Th e racing on Dapeng Bay was very tight and 

highly competitive. Most of the time the winds were 

moderate (7-14 knots) and with the high skill level 

of the fl eet it made for some very close racing. All the 

competitors are extremely good and in moderate winds 

no one makes a breakaway; the fl eet stays in a big herd. 

Keeping your air clear is a major challenge. Universally 

everyone felt the start line was very tough. A quote 

from world champion Mike Butler summed it up best, 

“this is the world championship, it’s supposed to be 

hard.” During the masters and grand masters events, 

Rod and Kerry Waterhouse dominated, winning both 

events. Early on the open world championships Rod 

and Brigit Waterhouse were leading but Murphy and 

his famous law came into play. Ongoing attrition at 

the top of the fl eet, BFD, OCS and protest committee 

action was shuffl  ing the fl eet. Early leaders fell back 

and ultimately the winners Daniel Bjornholt and 

Josephine Frederiksen kept racking up top fi ve fi nishes 

and steadily bubbled to the top - a classic display 

of how consistency pays off . Ten teams from North 

America participated with a good showing, all ten 

teams made it into the fi nals. Ben Brown and Emily 

Rathburn were the top fi nishing team from North 

America in tenth place. 

Congratulations to our new Hobie 16 World 

Champions Daniel Bjornholt and Josephine 

Frederiksen, shown in the photo above. 

What’s next? Th e 22nd Hobie 16 World 

Championships are being planned for Europe in 2018. 

Stay tuned to www.hobieclass.com for details. 
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So many thoughts crossed my mind as I readied 

for the last day of racing in Ocean Springs MS. 

We sit in second place by one point and lead 

third place by 0.3 points (the result of a request for 

redress).

I race for fun and the only real concession to that 

is safety – other than that, when it stops being fun – I 

stop. My personal “3 Rules for racing” are 1) Right side 

up, 2) Start and fi nish every race, and 3) Have fun! To 

that end we spent three days prepping our loaner boat 

and took it for a one-hour sail before the regatta – it 

will do all that we ask of it. Our eff orts have us in the 

“fox” position and very capable of winning the regatta 

by catching the “rabbit” – a position I do not like too 

early in the regatta.

Teri McKenna and I have sailed together several 

times in the last two years including winning this event 

last year in Avila Beach, CA.  Our training has been 

relegated to sailing a Hobie 16 and playing on her 

Nacra 17. We are blessed in the Virgin Islands by great 

conditions and cursed with no competitors to train 

against. Th e Madcatter 40th Regatta three weeks ago 

was a great time and another opportunity to sharpen 

our one design sailing, albeit in light air!

As we prepared to fi nish a wonderful regatta I am 

reminded that our greatest gains are in our minds as 

we learn daily and put it to use immediately – it is too 

late for training and boat handling improvements. 

Our fi nal day will come down to one race started 

just before the time limit expires and it is all on the 

line for the title. We have honed our speed to an 

amazing point after only three days in light air and 

have a commanding upwind and downwind edge – 

even with the pink #377 mainsail as our “engine.” In 

three to fi ve knots of wind, the sail is less important 

than tactics and boat handling so it is not what 

concerns me. Th e sail is not pretty though, with its 

delamination and “shrink wrap” tape repair, so I pulled 

my visor down a little more so I couldn't see the sail 

and the ugly wrinkles across the top.

Our plan is to start clear and extend and we do just 

that- however we fail to notice that the mark we are 

focusing on is from a fl eet in another regatta! A quick 

tack and we are easing and footing to stay in touch 

with the fl eet heading for our “A” mark. Rounding in 

8th or 9th, we set about passing boats and gybe inside 

all of the leaders to keep our air clean. Th e early leader 

and eventual winners are in our sights but out of 

reach- and we worked hard in the light air to sniff  out 

any puff  or header and were able to cut the “C” mark 

rounding to 5th place. 

With two more windward legs to go, we again 

tacked early to gain on any shifts and round the “A” 

mark in close proximity to the leaders and now in 4th 

place. All of this is in painfully light air for a team 

that weighs 400 lbs – and as long as our momentum 

is maintained we can stick with the pack. Th e next 

downwind leg is so light I fear oxygen masks will 

drop from the ceiling and yet we have gained a little 

more! Our gate choice is made for us and we get slung 

out to the right side of the course and away from our 

competitors – not good tactics, but our only choice – 

and we work really hard on our form to maintain speed 

and angle.

Th e wind and current favor us and our approach to 

“A” mark is on the heels of the leader – a fact which 

2016 Hobie 20 North American Championships

REGATTA REPORTS

So very close
By John Holmberg

FRANZ BAUER
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is driving them nuts as we grind them down! My 

laughing calls to them to “wait up, we are coming!” are 

answered by lip biting silence as they try to maintain 

their lead – all good fun as they sail their best race of 

the regatta and successfully keep us behind them.

We fi nish behind them with a “whimper” and beat 

the other boats – and lose on the tie breaker… a very 

close and well sailed regatta.

Congratulations to Michael McNeir and Krista 

Vind for sailing an awesome series and prevailing 

against very stiff  completion – well sailed! Current 

Hobie 20 North American Champions!

I’m so honored and grateful for 

the chance to compete in this 

event this year.   What a joy to 

fi nally sail with 14 boats in one 

design racing with some of the very 

best sailors in the country! I will 

admit it was a bit intimidating but 

also very exciting. Congratulations 

Skipper, you deserve it but you’ve 

always been a champion to me!

I have so many thoughts and 

stories spinning through my head 

to describe the experience but I’d 

like to focus on how it all began 

for me.

First and foremost, I would 

like to thank Michael McNeir for 

introducing me to Hobie sailing.

You see, four years ago I had never 

even been on a catamaran.

But, Michael took a newbie (me) 

sailing—and in the process, created 

a good, loyal, dedicated crew.

As of this June, I’m told I can no 

longer consider myself a novice, 

something that brings me great 

pride and satisfaction, but I realize 

I am still a newbie compared 

to most and I learn something 

new every time we hit the water.   

Believe me, I have paid my dues 

with a few experiences that might 

turn others away, but I know that 

I sail with a very skilled skipper 

whose primary concern is my safety 

and I trust 100% in that.

I have seen so many times 

Michael encourage and help others 

in an eff ort to promote the sport 

of cat sailing,  good will among 

sailors, and the Hobie way of life, 

and for me personally, Michael 

has been the most humble, patient 

and kind instructor and a great 

sportsman. Win or lose, we always 

have a fantastic time.

Combined with his many years 

of experience, good communication 

and focus on the boat is I believe 

one of our greatest team strengths. 

Michael taught me consistency 

wins championships and our daily 

focus at Nationals was just to get 

out there and do our best each race, 

which is just what we did.

A good skipper can teach more 

than pulling lines and tactics 

because sailing is much more! It 

is a community of camaraderie 

and good sportsmanship and I am 

proud to be a part of it now.

I wouldn’t be writing this today if 

To all the other competitors who helped us by 

making us sail quicker and quicker everyday – thank 

you. Even if you don't think you did well, you were a 

valuable part of an awesome regatta. You will benefi t 

for years by what you learned, saw and did as we sailed 

against each other.

One design racing is an amazing sport and I 

appreciate all of the help we get from the competitors, 

race committee, Ocean Springs Yacht Club and its 

members- and the Hobie Cat Company and all of its 

supporters. Long Live the Hobie Way of Life!

The Crew’s Perspective – “Take a Newbie Sailing”
By Krista Vind

he had not taken a newbie sailing!

I continue to learn something 

new every time I sail. I’ve had the 

privilege of sailing with several 

other skippers, Andy Humphries 

and Damon Linkus, and each time 

I was bettered by the experience. 

Th ey weren’t afraid to take a newbie 

sailing!

Th e point of my story is to 

encourage all of you experienced 

sailors to grow the sport you love 

and take a newbie sailing! You 

never know, you might just create a 

sailor, a dependable crew, or even a 

champion!!!

MICHAEL MCNEIR
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I acknowledge the risk of injury to my person and property while 
participating in sailing events. To the fullest extent of the law, I hereby 
waive any rights I may have to sue the race organizers (including the 
IHCA and HCANA) involved with the event with respect to personal injury 
or property damage suff ered by myself or my crew as a result of our 
participation, and hereby release the race organizers from any liability for 
such injury or damage.

☐ Bravo   ☐  Getaway  ☐  Hobie 18/M/SX ☐  Hobie 20  ☐  SUP
☐  Wave   ☐  Hobie 16  ☐  Tiger   ☐  Hobie 21  ☐  Other
☐  Hobie 14/14T  ☐  Hobie 17 SE/Sport ☐  Wildcat  ☐  Adventure Island

2017 Membership Form
Membership is for the calendar year (Jan 1 - Dec 31)

Primary Member Information PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY

FIRST NAME      MI  LAST NAME      GENDER:
            ☐ MALE ☐ FEMALE

STREET ADDRESS        APT #

CITY         ST / PROV   ZIP / POSTAL CODE

E-MAIL ADDRESS        FLEET   DIVISION

HOME PHONE      CELL PHONE      DATE OF BIRTH  IF UNDER 21

FAMILY MEMBER NAME (ADULT)       E-MAIL ADDRESS   GENDER:
            ☐ MALE ☐ FEMALE

FAMILY MEMBER NAME (YOUTH)       DATE OF BIRTH   GENDER:
            ☐ MALE ☐ FEMALE

FAMILY MEMBER NAME (YOUTH)       DATE OF BIRTH   GENDER:
            ☐ MALE ☐ FEMALE

Family Member Information
LIMITED TO A MAXIMUM OF ONE ADULT LIVING AT THE SAME ADDRESS AS THE PRIMARY MEMBER

YOUTH MEMBERS MUST BE UNDER THE AGE OF 21 AS OF DECEMBER 31 OF THE MEMBERSHIP YEAR

Boats Owned / Sailed CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

Membership Categories

STANDARD

FAMILY

TOP CAT

WEB

INDEPENDENT

YOUTH

RECREATIONAL /

SUP

IHCA Membership (eligibility to race in HCA points regattas, NAs and Worlds), support for 
Guest Expert Programs, Youth Programs and subscription to HCA HOTLINE magazine

(Standard and Top Cat members may purchase additional memberships for family members - 
see restrictions above.)  Same benefi ts as Standard, but no additional copies of the magazine.

Patrons, sponsors and corporate members. Same benefi ts as Standard, with special recogni-
tion in the HCA HOTLINE magazine.

Same benefi ts as Standard, without a subscription to the paper copy of the HCA HOTLINE 
magazine. Issues may be viewed on the web.

Same benefi ts as Standard, for non-family youth members. Must be under the age of 21 as 

of December 31 of the membership year.

Subscription to HCA HOTLINE magazine only. Does not fulfi ll IHCA membership require-

ment to race in sanctioned points regattas. Allows participation in SUP races at regattas.

$ 35.00

$ 10.00
EACH

$ 100.00

$ 25.00

$ 15.00

$ 20.00

Release of Liability - Waiver of Claims

            TOTAL ENCLOSED
(MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO HCA-NA)

SIGN      DATE

Send completed form with check 
or money order to:

HCA MEMBERSHIP
C⁄O Matt Bounds

3798 Damas Dr.

Commerce Twp., MI 48382

248-980-7931

hobiemembership@gmail.com

JOIN OR RENEW
ON-LINE
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